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Sitta Maisyaroh, (2019): The Analysis of Students’ Ability in Memorizing 
English Vocabularies at the State Junior High 
School 4 Kampar. 
 
The aim of this research was to find out students’ ability in memorizing 
English vocabularies at the State Junior High School 4 Kampar. The descriptive 
quantitative research design had been employed involving 55 students as the 
sample of this research. To collect the data, the researcher used multiple choice 
test. Multiple choice test is used to measure students’ ability in memorizing 
English vocabularies. Based on the research findings, it can be found that the 
students’ ability in memorizing English vocabularies was categorized into less 
levelat score 65. There arefive aspects in memorizing english vocabularies: spell 
the word, affixes (prefix, root, and suffix), synonym and antonym, verb 
grammatically and meaning of the words. The students mean score of spell the 
word was 76, the mean score of affixes (prefix, root, and suffix) was 71, the mean 
score of synonym and antonym was 68, the mean score of verb grammatically was 
49 and the mean score of meaning of the words was 63. From five aspects of 
vocabulary of students in memorizing English vocabularies, it can be conclude 
that there were two dominant aspects found in this research, the highest ability of 
memorizing Engish vocabularies on spell the word and the lowest ability of 
memorizing English vocabularies on verb grammatically.  
 
 





















Sitta Maisyaroh, (2019) : Menganalisa Kemampuan Siswa dalam Menghafal 
Kosakata Bahasa Inggris di Sekolah Menengah 
Pertama Negeri 4 Kampar. 
 
Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui kemampuan siswa 
didalam menghafal kosakata bahasa inggris di SMPN 4 Kampar. Desain 
penelitian deskriptif kuantitatif telah digunakan yang melibatkan 55 siswa sebagai 
sampel penelitian ini. Untuk mengumpulkan data, peneliti menggunakan tes 
pilihan ganda. Tes pilihan ganda digunakan untuk mengukur kemampuan siswa 
dalam menghafal kosakata bahasa inggris. Berdasarkan temuan penelitian, dapat 
ditemukan bahwa kemampuan siswa dalam menghafal kosakata bahasa inggris 
dikategorikan ke dalam level yang lebih rendah pada skor 65. Ada 5 aspek dalam 
menghafal kosakata bahasa inggris: ejaan kata, imbuhan (awalan, kata dasar dan 
akhiran), sinonim dan antonim (persamaan dan lawan kata), kata kerja secara tata 
bahasa dan makna dari kata. Nilai rata-rata siswa mengeja kata adalah 76, nilai 
rata-rata siswa imbuhan (awalan, kata dasar dan akhiran) adalah 71, nilai rata-rata 
sinonim dan antonim adalah 68, nilai rata-rata kata kerja secara tata bahasa adalah 
49 dan nilai rata-rata makna dari kata adalah 63. Dari lima aspek kosakata siswa 
dalam menghafal kosakata bahasa inggris, dapat disimpulkan bahwa ada dua 
aspek dominan yang ditemukan dalam penelitian ini, kemampuan tertinggi 
menghafal kosakata bahasa inggris adalah pada mengeja kata-kata bahasa inggris 
dan kemampuan terendah dalam menghafal kosakata bahasa inggris adalah pada 
kata kerja secara tata bahasa.  
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A. Background of the Problem 
English is one of the most widely spoken language used by people 
since it is agreed as an international language. English has unique or special 
characteristics that differentiate it from other languages. An important 
component of language learning and teaching is vocabulary. According to 
Richards and Renandya (2002), vocabulary is a core component of language 
proficiency and provides much of the basis for how learners speak, listen, read 
and write. It influences four English skills they are listening, speaking, reading 
and writing for getting a good result in English. Without vocabulary, we 
cannot communicate effectively. So, the first step to learn English is learning 
vocabulary. It is important to teach vocabulary for students because it gives 
students the ability to say what they mean, helps students understand or 
comprehend what they read, supports students’ ability to grasp ideas and helps 
students memorizing new words in English. 
In line with the idea above, Richards and Schmidt (2010), memorizing 
is the process establishing information in memory. The term memorizing 
usually refers to conscious process. Memorizing vocabulary in English is very 
important to easy communication with other or in teaching and learning 
process. As many learners do not develop sufficient mastery of the 
vocabulary, explicit instruction of memory strategies and giving strategy 





Pertaining to Brown (2001), views vocabulary items as aboring list of 
words that must be defined and memorized by the students, lexical forms are 
seen in their central role in contextualized, meaningful language. Vocabulary 
can be defined as the words of a language, including single items and phrases 
of several words which covey a particular meaning, the way individual words 
do. Vocabulary is central to English language teaching because without 
sufficient vocabulary students cannot understand other or express their own 
idea. 
Therefore, vocabulary is very useful for anyone who is studying a 
foreign language. However, teachers must be creative in teaching vocabulary 
to make their students easy in remembering foreign words. We realize the 
importance of vocabulary learning, but it does not mean that other components 
can be ignored such as phonology, grammar, translation, etc. Even though the 
students have memorized English vocabulary well, it does not guarantee for 
them to use English language perfectly, because their vocabulary are just the 
basic for learning English. 
Memorizing vocabulary is one of the aspect to mastering English as 
foreign language. It means that the students have ability in understanding and 
using the words and meaning. The students do not only memorize the words, 
but also their meaning. Therefore, the students can learn English language 
more easily and understand the meaning of those words. The larger 
vocabulary students memorize, the better they perform their language. By 






According to the curriculum 2013 memorizing is an activity to easy 
communication with other. Based on the syllabus of the eight grade students 
of State Junior High School 4 Kampar have learned about vocabulary like 
noun phrase, verb phrase, adverb phrase and structure of the words. Each 
words it has the meaning and the word meaning can also defined by its 
relationship to other words.  
State Junior High School 4 Kampar is one of the Junior High School in 
Desa Limau Manis, Kampar Regency. State Junior High School 4 Kampar 
adapts curriculum 2013 revision 2017. According to the curriculum, English 
has been taught by teacher since students start studying. The subject is taught 
once a week with the duration 90 minutes for meeting. After studying English, 
based on curriculum of 2013, The Minimum Criteria Achievement (MCA) for 
the eight grade students of State Junior High School 4 Kampar is 70.  
Based on preliminary interview with the English teacher at the State 
Junior High School 4 Kampar, especially of the eight grade students, they are 
still have problems and difficulties in memorizing English vocabularies. The 
ability of the students is not the same as the expectation of the curriculum. The 
proficiency in languages skill has not achieved yet, because the students 
cannot use the vocabulary correctly, to structure the vocabulary, and get their 
meaning. In fact, the teacher had taught the students by some ways, such as 
teacher taught students by listening conversation or text, read other books 
related to English subject from some sources, and gave new vocabulary in 
every meeting. In order to increase students’ vocabulary, teacher also support 





Based on the problem, the researcher can find some phenomena as 
follows:  
1. Some of students are not able to memorize English vocabulary. 
2. Some of students are not able to identify the meaning of vocabulary. 
3. Some of students are still confused to write the spelling of the words. 
4. Most of students do not know how to use vocabulary in write a sentence. 
5. Some of students are not interested in learning English vocabulary.  
Based on the phenomena depicted above, the researcher is interested in 
conducting research entitled“The Analysis of Students’ Ability in 
Memorizing English Vocabularies at the State Junior High School 4 
Kampar”. 
 
B. Problem  
1. Identification of the Problem  
a. How is students’ ability in memorizing English vocabulary? 
b. Why are some of the students not able to identify the meaning of 
vocabulary? 
c. Why are some of the students still confuse to write spelling of the 
words? 
d. Why do some of the students not know how to use vocabulary in write 
a sentence? 







2. Limitation of the Problem  
After identifying the problems stated above, it is clear that there are 
many problems in this research, it is important for the researcher to limit 
the problems in order to pay more attention to the specific problem. The 
research was focused on the students’ ability in memorizing English 
vocabularies especially nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, 
preposition, conjunctions, interjections.  
3. Formulation of the problem 
How is students’ ability in memorizing English vocabulariesat the 
eight grade students of State Junior High School 4 Kampar? 
 
C. Objective and Significance of the Research 
1. Objective of the research  
To identify students’ ability in memorizing English vocabularies at 
the eight grade students of State Junior High School 4 Kampar. 
2. Significances of the research  
The significances of this research are as follows: 
a. This research could be beneficial for the researcher as a novice 
researcher, especially in learning how to conduct the research.  
b. These research findings are also hoped to be useful and valuable 
inputs, especially for students and English teachers at State Junior 






c. Besides, these research findings are also expected to be positive and 
valuable information for those who are concerned in the world of 
teaching and learning English as a foreign and second language.  
 
D. Reasons for Choosing the Title 
There are several reasons of why the researcher was interested to 
conduct this research. The reasons are as follows: 
1. The researcher feel interested and want to get depth knowledge with the 
topic. 
2. The researcher wants to prove the theories that the vocabulary knowledge 
needed in developing students’ skill. 
3. The researcher wants to give information to the students that vocabulary 
knowledge is an important thing in learning a language.  
4. The title of the research is relevant with the researcher status as a student 
of English Education Department. 
5. The location of the research facilitates the researcher to conduct the 
research. 
 
E. Definition of the Term  
There were some terms involving in this research, these to avoid 
misunderstanding toward the terms used in this research. The terms are 








An analysis can be described as an examination of something 
together with thought and judgment about it. In this research the analysis 
means examination of student’s ability in memorizing English vocabulary.  
2. Memorizing 
In Merriam Webster dictionary, memorizing is the power or 
process of reproducing or recalling what has been learned and retained 
especially through associative mechanism. 
3. Vocabulary  
Vocabulary learning is very important for people who learn english 
both as foreign language and as second language. According to Tozcu and 
Coady (2004), point out learning vocabulary is an important aspect of 
language two and foreign language acquisition and academic achievement 
and is vital to reading comprehension and proficiency, to which it is 
closely linked. 
4. Memorizing English vocabulary  
Memorizing English vocabulary is a process of storing an English 












REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
 
A. Concept of Students’ Memorizing Vocabulary 
1. Memorizing   
a. Memorizing English Vocabulary 
Pertaining to Richards and Schmidt (2010), memorizing is the 
process establishing information in memory. The term memorizing 
usually refers to conscious process. Memorizing may involve rote 
learning, practice, associative learning, etc. Memorizing is related to 
memory. Memory is the mental capacity to store information, either 
for short or long periods. Kovecses and Szabo (1995) found positive 
learning effects for students memorizing phrasal verbs. Memorizing is 
considered a strategy, and not necessarily a negative one.  
In line with idea above, Santrock (2011) said that memory is the 
retention of information over time. Educational psychologiest study 
how information is initially placed or encoded into memory, how it is 
retained or stored after being encoded, and how it is found or retrieved 
for a certain purpose later.  
Duong (2003, p.179) says that memorizing is a normal practice 
and that they seek ways to achieve good memorization to help them in 
learning English. It is ideal for students to memorize as they may be 
able to internalize what they have learned, and end up by saying the 







From definition above, the researcher concluded that 
memorizing is an activity to store information in memory. Memorizing 
an information is closely related to our memories. The more 
information we store, the stronger our memory is to recall it.  
In memorizing English vocabulary, the students do not only 
memorize the words, but also their meaning. Memorizing English 
vocabulary is one of the aspect to mastering English as foreign 
language. It means that the students have ability in understanding and 
using the words and meaning. According to Schwartz and Otani 
(2019), memorizing English vocabulary is remembering of the words 
that will learn in the future, such as remembering the words that 
teacher given then  recall when its learn again. Memorizing vocabulary 
in English is very important to easy communication with other or in 
teaching and learning process. 
From the explanation above, the researcher conclude that 
memorizing English vocabulary defines as a process or technique to 
store the English words into memory, and helpful for the learners to 
retain more words every time when the learners learn about 
vocabulary. In memorizing English vocabulary the students do not 
only memorize the words, but also their meaning. The larger 
vocabulary students memorize, the better they perform their language. 
By having a limited vocabulary, the students will find difficulties in 





b. Types of Memory 
According to Santrock (2011), there are three types of memory, 
they are as follows: 
1) Sensory Memory  
Sensory memory holds information from the world in its 
original sensory memory form for only an instant, not much longer 
than the brief time a student is exposed to the visual, auditory, and 
other sensations. Students have a sensory memory for sounds for 
up to several seconds, sort of like a brief echo. However, their 
sensory memory for visual images lasts only for about one-fourth 
of a second. Because sensory information lasts for only a 
fleetingmoment, an important task for a student is to attend to the 
sensory information that is important for learning quickly, before it 
fades.  
2) Short-Term Memory  
Short-term memory is a limited capacity memory system in 
which information is retained at least 30 seconds unless it is 
rehearsed or otherwise process further, in which case it can be 
retained longer. Short-term memory is used to store or hold 
information while it is being processed. According to Schmitt 
(2000), the object of vocabulary learning is to transfer the lexical 
information from the short-term memory to the more permanent 





3) Long-term Memory  
Long-term memory is a type of memory that holds 
enormous amounts of information for a long period of time in 
relatively permanent fashion. Long-term memory retains 
information for use in anything but the immediate future. When 
learning vocabulary, learners often have problems with retention of 
words for a long time. A typical human’s long-term memory 
capacity is staggering, and the efficiency with which individuals 
can retrieve information is impressive. 
c. The Important of Memory 
The main body of memory will focus on encoding, storage, and 
retrieval. So, there are three  main activities of memory, they are as 
follow: 
1) Encoding  
Encoding is the process by which information gets into 
memory. Encoding has much in common with attention and 
learning. When the student is listening to a teacher, watching a 
movie, listening to music or talking with a friend, they are 
encoding information into memory. Encoding consists of a number 
of processes: rehearseal, deep processing, elaboration, constructing 
images, and organization.  
2) Storage  
Storage is the retention of information over time. After the 





information. Students remember some information for minutes, 
hours, years, even a lifetime.  
3) Retrieval  
Retrieval means talking information out of storage. After the 
students have encoded information and then represented it in 
memory, they might be able to retrieve some of it but might also 
forget some of it. When the students retrieve something from the 
mental data bank, the students search store of memory to find the 
relevant information. 
2. Vocabulary  
a. The Definition of Vocabulary 
Learning a new language cannot be separated from vocabulary. 
Meaning that in a new language people have to know it is vocabulary. 
According to Stæhr (2008), vocabulary is a necessity of language 
teachers to be able to teach vocabulary in a pleasantly planned way. 
Without an extensive vocabulary and strategies for acquiring new 
vocabulary, learners often achieve their potential and may be 
discouraged from making use of language learning opportunies around 
them such as listening to the radio, listening to the native speaker, 
using language in different context, reading or watching television. In 
reference to Wallace (1982), vocabulary is one of the most important 
parts of languages, because when speaking a language, the speakers 





According to Diamond and Gutlohn (2006), vocabulary is the 
knowledge of words and word meanings. The words in a language or a 
special set of words you are trying to learn. Vocabulary knowledge is 
not something that can ever be fully mastered, it is something that 
expands and deepens over the course of a lifetime. In reference to 
Hatch and Brown (1995) , vocabulary refers to a list of words for a 
particular language or a list of words that individual speakers of 
language might use.  
Content teachers use the terms academic vocabulary to refers to 
content-specific words. We use the term vocabulary to refers the 
students’ understanding of oral and print words. Vocabularies include 
conceptual knowledge of words that goes well beyond a simple 
dictionary definition. According to Snow, Griffin and Burns (2005), 
students’ vocabulary knowledge is a building process that occurs over 
time as they make connections to other words, and use the word 
accurately within the context of the sentence. Vocabulary is a list of 
words as a basic component of language proficiency which has a form 
or expression and containts of aspects, they are meaning, use of word, 
form (pronounciation and spelling). 
b. The Important of Vocabulary  
Vocabulary learning is very important for people who learn 
English both as foreign language and second language. Pertaining to 





specific habits. Since this involves the association of symbols and their 
meaning, it is clear that an enrichment of the meaning of the word is as 
important as it is frequent repetition. 
In addition, according to Grauberg (1997), the process of 
learning vocabulary involves four stages: 
1) Discrimination 
 This is the basic step. It involves the ability to distinguish 
sounds, letters from those next to them, and from the sounds and 
letters of similar words when listening and reading to keep them 
distinct when speaking and writing. As will be seen later, failure to 
discriminate is a frequent source of error. 
2) Understand meaning  
 This means understanding the concept of the foreign word 
or phrase. Often this is straighforward because the word can be 
related to it is referent by direct association or because there is 
equivalent word in English. 
3) Remembering  
 The next step after introducing and explaining new material 
is to ensure retention. Once learners have found out the meaning of 








4) Consolidation and extension of meaning  
According to Meara (1997), learning new words is not an 
instantaneous process and if presentation were the only critical 
variable involved, then words would not be forgotten and need to 
be learned. However, it seems that words are absorbed slowly 
overtime, and that only gradually do they become fully integrated 
into the learner’s personal stock of words, when he can use them 
with the same sort of fluency that characterizes the words he uses 
in his native language. If one tries to analyze this process by 
relating it to linguistic description of vocabulary learning, 
pronounciation and spelling are probably acquired first, after the 
understanding of meaning, control over morphological forms and 
syntac links comes next and full semantic knowledge is last.  
c. Types of Vocabulary  
According to Hiebert and Kamil (2005), propose word has two 
forms, first oral vocabulary is the set of words for which we know the 
meaning when we speak or read orally. Second, print vocabulary 
consist of those words for which the meaning is known when we write 
or read silently . they also define knowledge of words also comes in at 
least two forms as follows: 
1) Productive Vocabulary  
Productive vocabulary is the set of words that an individual 
can use when writing or speaking. They are words that are well-





2) Receptive vocabulary  
Receptive or recognition vocabulary is that set of words for 
which an individual can assign meanings when listening or 
reading. These are words that are often less well known to students 
and less frequent in use. Individuals may be able assign some sort 
of meaning to them, even though they may not know the full 
subtleties of the distinction. Typically, these are also words that 
individuals do not use spontaneously. However, when individuals 
encounter these words, they recognize them, even if imperfectly.  
d. The Aspects of Vocabulary 
According to Nation (2000), there are three aspects of 
vocabulary such as form, meaning, and usage. Further, for detailed 
explanation as follows: 
1) Form  
In this aspect, word formation means to know how words 
are spoken, written, and how they can change their form.  
Firstly, the learners have to know what a words sound like 
its pronunciation (spoken form). Knowing the spoken form of word 
includes being able to recognize the word when it is heard. On the 
other hand, it also involves being able to receptive or produce in 
order to express a meaning. 
Secondly, the learners must know how the spell of word 





gaining familiarity with the written form of word is spelling. 
Spelling is the writing of a words with the necessary letters and 
diacritics present in an accepted standard order an arrangement of 
letters that form a word the process of forming words by putting 
letters together.  
Thirdly, the learners also must know any word parts that 
make up these particular items (such as prefix, root and suffix). 
Suffix is an affix lies at the end of word to make new word, while 
root is the head of a word. Then, prefix is an affix at the beginning 
of root or word to make new word. For instance, words 
“uncommunicative” where the of un means negative or opposite 
meaning, communicative as the root word, and ive means a suffix 
denoting that someone or something is able to do something. Here, 
they all go together refer to someone or something thatis not able 
to communicate, hence uncommunicative. 
2) Meaning  
Nation (2000), meaning encompasses the way that form and 
meaning work together in other words, the concept and what items 
it refers to, and the association that come to mind when people 
think about a specific word or expression. These are to realize 
about vocabulary items that they frequently have more than one 





relationship with other words in the language. According to 
Harmer (2002), there are some sense relation is as follows: 
a) Synonym, means the words that exactly or nearly the same as 
each other. Synonyms are words that sound different but have 
same or nearly the same meaning. Example: good-decent, bad-
evil, nice-kind. 
b) Antonym, means a word that is often defined by its relationship 
to other words. It also words with opposite meanings. Example: 
cheap-expensive, full-empty, old-young. 
3) Usage  
The meaning of language depends on where it occurs within 
a large stretch of discourse. Here, nation involves the grammatical 
function use of the words or phrase, the collocation that normally 
occur with a language use, and any constraints used (in term of 
frequency, level, so forth). However, they can also be stretched and 
twisted to fit different contexts and different uses. In this way, 
word meaning is frequently stretched through of metaphor and 
idiom. It is also governed by collocation. Students need to 
recognize metaphorical language use and they need to know how 
words collocate. 
e. The Classes of Vocabulary 
Vocabulary is a set of words that is used to communicate in 





functional categories and it is called as part of speech. There are parts 
of speech such as nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, 
preposition, conjunctions, and interjections. 
1) Noun  
According to Jurafsky and Martin (2005), noun is the name 
given to the syntactic class in which the words for most people, 
places, or things occur. But since syntactic classes like noun are 
defined syntactically and morphologically rather than semantically, 
some words for people, place, and things may not be nouns, and 
conversely some nouns may not be words for people, places, or 
things. 
2) Verbs 
Verb is word which mainly functions as the predicate of a 
sentence. Verbs are differentiated into several types: Regular Verb, 
Irregular Verb, Intransitive Verb, Ergative Verb, Stative Verb, 
Non-stative Verb, Volitional Verb, Copular Verb, Finite Verb, and 
Non-finite Verb. 
3) Adjectives 
According to Seaton and Mew (2007), an adjectives is a 
describing word. It tells more about a noun. An adjective usually 
appears before the noun it describes. Sometimes, the adjective 
appears after the noun, later in the sentence. Adjective is a word 





complement of a noun. In modern theory adjective is characterized 
by its feature which is comparable.  
Example : He is always happy beside me. 
4) Adverbs 
Adverb is a word or a group of words as an optional clause 
element whose main function is to give additional information to 
the verb or to the whole clause.  
Example : We run quickly to the classroom.  
5) Pronouns  
Pronoun is a word which is derived from the substitute of a 
noun. A pronoun is used in placed of a noun. The noun it refers to 
is called the “antacedent”. Hatch and Brown (1995), says that 
pronoun refer to nouns that have already been mentoned in the 
discourse  or point ahead to a noun that we are about to mentioned.  
6) Conjunctions  
There are many different types of conjunctions, but when 
we hear the term usually we think of and, or, but. These are called 
coordinatting conjunctions. Adverbial conjunctions ( because, 
while, unless) are sometimes called logical connectors because they 
clarify the relation between the linked clauses.  
7) Prepositions  
Prepositions are al those words that helps locate items and 





adverbs. We usually consider above, ahead, behind and 
underneath as locative adverbs because they locate actions or 
objects or people in space in a natural way.  
8) Interjections  
Interjection is a part of speech that demonstrate the emotion 
or feeling of the author. These word phrase can stand alone, or be 
placed before or after a sentence. 
f. Vocabulary Learning  
According to Lehr (2004), vocabulary is more complex that this 
definition suggests. First, words come not only in oral forms including 
those words that can be recognized and use in listening and speaking 
but also in print forms to be recognized and used in reading and 
writing. Second, word knowledge also comes in two forms, receptive 
and productive. Receptive vocabulary is words that can be recognized 
in reading and listening. Productive vocabulary refers to words that can 
be used in speaking and writing. Therefore, vocabulary is understood 
as knowledge of word spelling, pronounciation, collocations and 
appropriateness. Pertaining to Pyles (1970), vocabulary is the focus of 
language with its sounds and meaning, which interlock to allow us to 
communicate with one another. 
g. Vocabulary Teaching  
In general, language learning and teaching are based on theories 





vocabulary teaching is concerned, it is necessary to focus on the 
implementation of communicative and lexical approaches. Pertaining 
to Lewis (1997), most of the activities used in the Communicative 
Approach are compatible with the Lexical Approach, then what 
teachers need to do is adapt activities so that the tasks have a clear 
lexical focus. 
h. Assessment of Memorizing English Vocabulary  
The purpose of assesing the students’ memorizing English 
vocabulary is to giving some information of what has happened or 
what will happen. 
Based on the way to make, according to Schwartz and Otani 
(2019, p. 20), there are some kinds of measured memories. The first, 
free recall, is the simplest of the list-learning methodologiest for 
studying human memory, following a time period after studying a list 
of items (such as a list of words). Second, cued recall, is the method 
was originally used to study the associative nature of memory and the 
role of interference in forgetting, on the topic of cued recall failure, 
another important point to make about cued recall paradigms is that 
there is as important an interest in understanding cued recall failure as 
there is in understanding cued recall success. The third,  recognition 
memory (multiple-choice or true/false), is the ability to discriminate 
studied from non-studied items on a test list. Recognition memory is 





study a list of items and then are presented with a list of test items one 
by one that are either items from the study list. This long-standing 
method of studying memory has traditionally involved having 
participants study a list of items and then later giving them a test list 
containing a mixture of studied and non-studied items . In this 
research, the researcher focused on students memorizing English 
vocabulary by using recognition method (multiple-choice). 
Based on the explanation above, the researcher sums up that the 
students memorizing English vocabulary by using recognition memory 
(multiple-choice) consisting some components. According to Nation 
(2000), there are three components of vocabulary that can be 
recognize, such as form, meaning, and usage. In this components there 
are five indicators which are appropriate to the State Junior High 
School 4 Kampar curriculum, they are : 
1) Spelling. The writing ofa word or words with he necessary letters 
and diacritics present in an accepted standard order and an 
arrangement of letters that form a word or part of a word the 
process of forming words by putting letters together. 
2) Affixes. A word element that is added in the beginning, after or in 
the root or stem (base form of a word) to produce a new word. 
3) Synonym and antonym. Synonym means the words that exactly or 
nearly the same as each other, antonym means a word that is often 





4) Verb grammatically. Class of word that express an action, 
existence, experience or other dynamic understanding. 
5) Meaning. The way that form and meaning work together in other 
words. 
In this research, to measure the students’ memory in vocabulary 
the researcher used recognition method. the researcher combined 
recognition method with vocabulary items indicator. The combination 
of students’ memory and vocabulary items are: it divides into students’ 
memory is recognition method and vocabulary items are: spelling, 
affixes (prefix, root, suffix), synonym and antonym, verb 
grammatically and meaning. In conclusion, the students should 
memorize much vocabulary items in order to improve their memory in 
memorizing English vocabulary. The indicators of memorizing English 




1. Spelling  
2. Affixes (prefix, root, suffix) 
3. Synonym and antonym 
4. Verb grammatically 
5. Meaning  
 
B. Relevant Research  
Relevant research is designed in order to avoid plagiarism. According 
to Syafi’i (2017) relevant research is the observation of the researcher on some 
previous researchers that has been conducted by other researcher in which is 
they are relevant to the research we are conducting. The following are relevant 





The first, a research from Uswatun Niswati at Babul Maghfirah 
Boarding School Aceh, she conducted the research on 2016 entitled “The 
Implementation of Rote Learning Strategy in Memorizing Vocabulary for EFL 
Learners”. This study sets out to investigate the role of Rote Learning (RL) 
strategy in enriching vocabulary. To obtain the data, the researcher conducted 
a research at SMPS Babul Maghfirah boarding school Aceh Besar. The sample 
of this study was students in third level which consist of two classes. To gain 
the data, the researcher used several techniques. They were pre-test, daily test, 
post-test and questionnaires. After analyzing the results of the test, it was 
found that there was a significant difference from the results of pre-test and 
post-test of both classes. The results of this study indicated that the students 
who use RL strategy had higher score (mean score: 58.89) than the students 
who used conventional strategy ( mean score: 32.64). the mean score for post-
test of experimental group increased 38.26 point from pre-test score ( mean 
score: 20.63) and the mean score for post-test of control group only increased 
12.07 point from pre-test score (mean score: 20.57). to sum up, the 
implementation of Rote Learning (RL) strategy is better than other strategies 
in improving students’ vocabulary. Meanwhile, the questionnaire results also 
showed that most of students liked Rote Learning (RL) as a strategy to 
increase their vocabulary.  
The second, a research from Fathiyyah at MA Mathali’ul Falah Pati, 
she conducted the research on 2016 entitled “ The Use of Song as the 





Power in Irregular Verb”. In this study there is one method used in teaching 
English, the method is Mim-Mem ( Mimicry-Memorization). To collect the 
data, the researcher used several methods: observation, test, and 
documentation. The analysis of data method was used to support the research 
at the school to get the purpose of the research. The design of this study is a 
CAR with purpose to promote students’ vocabulary power in irregular verb 
through song. This research was conducted in two cycles and was done in 
three activities including the pre cycle with four activities in each cycle they 
are : planning, observing, acting and reflecting. The result of study shows that 
using Song as the media can improve students’ achievement in learning 
irregular verb. In this research, the researcher took a test of the students’ 
achievement in each cycle. This is proved by students’ test that improved in 
every cycle. In the pre cycle, the average of the students’ achievement was 
6.01. in the first cycle the students got 7.23 and in the second cycle the 
students got 8.08. result of the research can be concluded that the use of Song 
as the realization of Mimicry-Memorization to promote Students’ Vocabulary 
Power in irregular verb was successful.  
In conclusion, the similarities with this research focused on students 
memorizing vocabulary. Meanwhile, the difference with this reseach was the 
level of education and this research is about case study meanwhile the relevant  







C. Operational Concept  
Operational concept is as the concept that used to give an explanation 
about theoretical framework to avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation 
of the research. Regarding to Syafi’i (2017), operational concepts are derived 
from related theoritical concepts on all of the variables that should be 
practically and empirically operated in academic writing-research paper. This 
research consists of one variable. The variable focuses on students’ ability in 
memorizing English vocabulary. The indicators are operationally 
conceptualized as follows:  
1. The students are able to recognize spelling of the word correctly. 
2. The students are able to recognize affixes (prefix, root, and suffix) of the 
words.  
3. The students are able to recognize the synonym and antonym of the words. 
4. The students are able to recognize verb grammatically. 













A. Research Design 
This research was descriptive quantitative research study. The method 
used in this research was descriptive study. According to Creswell (2012, 
p.13), quantitative research identify a research problem based on trend in the 
field or on the need explain why something occurs. Meanwhile, Syafi’i (2017) 
said that describing and interpreting what condition or relationship that exist, 
opinions, process that are going on, affects that are evident or trends that are 
developing is descriptive method. Descriptive design is one the design in the 
research that obtains information focusing in current status and phenomena. 
They are directed to described what exist at the time of study. This research 
was done by describing students’ ability in memorizing English vocabularies 
by the eight grade students of State Junior High School 4 Kampar.  
Based on the explanation above, the descriptive study describes the 
phenomena to get deep and clear information and understanding about the 
students’ memory about vocabulary. This research consist of one variable that 
is students’ ability in memorizing English vocabulary.  
 
B. Time and Location of the Research 
This research was conducted in July 2019 and the location of the 








C. Subject and Object of the Research 
The subject of this research at the eight grade students of State Junior 
High School 4 Kampar. 
 The object of this research was students’ ability in memorizing 
English vocabularies at the eight grade students of State Junior High School 4 
Kampar. 
 
D. Population and Sample of the Research 
1. Population of the Research 
A population is a group of individuals who have the same 
characteristic (Creswell, 2012, p. 142). The target of this research was all 
the eight grade students of State Junior High School 4 Kampar in 2019 
academic years. The population of this research was the eight grade 
students of State Junior High School 4 Kampar, it consist of 2 classes 
VIII-1 and VIII-2; each class consist of 28 and 27 students. The total 
number of the eight grade students of State Junior High School 4 Kampar 
is 55 students.  
Table III.1 
The Population of the Eight Grade Students atState Junior High 
School 4 Kampar 
 
No Classes Male Female Total students 
1 VIII-1 15 13 28 
2 VIII-2 12 15 27 
Total 55 
 
2. Sample of the Research 
Sample is subject of people and items from large population that 





total sampling technique. The total sampling technique is selecting total 
number of respondent. It refers to the opinion of Arikunto (2006), if the 
total population is less than 100, it is better to take all of them as the 
sample but if the total populations are more than 100 students the sample 
can be taken between 10-15% or 20-25% or more. Since there are only 
two classes for the eight grade in this school, thus the researcher used all 
of the population of the eight grade students of State Junior High School 4 
Kampar, which consist of 55 students.  
 
E. Technique of Collecting Data  
In this research, the data on students’ ability in memorizing English 
vocabularies was collected by using recognition method. According to 
Schwartz and Otani (2019), recognition method is examined in a two-
alternative choice task, in which participants first study a list of items and then 
are presented with a list of test items one by one that are either items from the 
study list. Participants indicate for each test item whether they recognize it as 
an item from the study list. In this procedure the measured person submitted 
each item studied together with more than one filter item. In getting the data 
needed to supports this research, the researcher applied the technique of 
collecting data is recognition method (multiple-choice item). So, the students 
asked to choose the most correct answer from alternative answers that have 
actually all been studied before. This test requires the person being measured 






To determine the students’ memorizing English vocabularies, the 
researcher gave 20 multiple choice questions based on the indicators that have 
students learned. The questions consist of recognize spelling of the word, 
affixes (prefix, root, and suffix), synonym and antonym of the word, use verb 
grammatically and the meaning of the word. 
Table III. 2 
The Blue Print of Students’ Memory in Vocabulary Test 
 
No Indicators Number of items 
1 The students are able to recognize the spelling 
of the words.  1,2,3,4 
2 The students are able to recognize affixes 
(prefix, root, and suffix) of the words.  5,6,7,8 
3 The students are able to recognize the synonym 
and antonym of the words. 9,10,11,12 
4 The students are able to recognize verb 
grammatically. 13,14,15,16 
5 The students are able to recognize the meaning 
of the words. 17,18,19,20 
 
F. Validity and Reliability 
1. Validity  
Creswell (2012) stated that validity is the individual’s score from 
an instrument that makes sense, meaningful, enable you as the researcher 
to draw good conclusion from the population and sample.  
To know whether the test is valid or not, the value of robserved must 
be compared with rtable. The number of students is 30. Degree of freedom 
30-2=28, rtable= 28 are 0,36. 
If the value of robserved>rtable= valid 






Validity of Memorizing English Vocabulary Test 
 




Item 1 0.43 0.36 Valid  
Item 2 0.52 0.36 Valid 
Item 3 0.40 0.36 Valid 
Item 4 0.53 0.36 Valid 
Item 5 0.44 0.36 Valid 
Item 6 0.51 0.36 Valid 
Item 7 0.41 0.36 Valid 
Item 8 0.40 0.36 Valid 
Item 9 0.42 0.36 Valid 
Item 10 0.49 0.36 Valid 
Item 11 0.49 0.36 Valid 
Item 12 0.49 0.36 Valid 
Item 13 0.48 0.36 Valid 
Item 14 0.42 0.36 Valid 
Item 15 0.45 0.36 Valid 
Item 16 0.38 0.36 Valid 
Item 17 0.46 0.36 Valid 
Item 18 0.42 0.36 Valid 
Item 19 0.46 0.36 Valid 
Item 20 0.38 0.36 Valid 
 
The data above were consulted rtableat significant level of 5%. 
There were 30students; that meaning N=30 with df=N-2=30-2=28. The 
researcher took the df 28, thus the rtable acquired was 0.36. It means that 
20 item of memorizing vocabulary test were utilized in this research. 
2. Reliability  
As mentioned by Arikunto (2012,p.218), the reliability for good 
classroom achievement tests are expected to exceed 0,0 and close 1,00. He 
stated that reliability of test is considered as follows: 
0,0 – 0,20 : reliability is poor 





0,40 – 0,70 : reliability is good 
0,70 – 1,0 : reliability is excellent  
In this research, the researcher use SPSS 23.0 version to calculate 
the reliability of test. The following steps were how to get the result data 
based on SPSS 23 for windows- statistical software: 
a. Open the students test result. 
b. From the menu SPSS, click analyze, click sub menu scale and then 
click reability analysis. 
c. From the box reability analysis moves all of varibles into items. 
d. From statistical, click scale, at summaries; click means and click 
continue, then click ok to end this process and you will see the output 
data of SPSS automatically. 
The result of calculation of reliability can be seen in the table as 
follows: 
Table III.4 




Cronbach's Alpha N of Items 
.790 20 
 
Based on the table III.4, The reliability of the test was .790 it is 
categorized into excellent reliability level. It means the instrumental 







G. Technique of Data Analysis  
The data obtained from the test was analyzed by using descriptive 
statistic. According to Schreiber and Asner-self (2011),descriptive statistics 
are a set of procedures to summarize numerical data were a large number of 
observed values is reduced to a few numbers. 
In this research, the researcher was analyzed students’ ability in 
memorizing English vocabularies at the eight grade students of SMPN 4 
Kampar. Students’ answer was checked after they answer the question given 
by the researcher. In this research, the researcher used percentage and mean 





      
Where:  
P = Percentage 
F = Frequency 
N = Respondent 
 
Finding out the mean score of the students by using the following 






X = Mean score  
∑X = Total score  
N = The total number of students 
  
In measuring the score of students’ memorizing English vocabularies, 
the researcher used the classification for students’ score based on curriculum 





Table III. 5 
The Classification of Students’ Score 
 
Score Categories 










CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
A. Conclusion 
This research was conducted to identify students’ ability in memorizing 
English vocabulary.Based on the research findings, it can be concluded that 
the students’ ability in memorizing Englishvocabularywas categorized into 
less level at score 65. 
 
B. Suggestions 
Considering the result of students’ ability in memorizing English vocabulary, 
the writer would like to give some suggestion as follows: 
1. Suggestions for Teachers 
a. The teacher should be more creative in teaching english in order to 
make students give full attention and understand about the material 
that teacher teach. 
2. Suggestions for Students 
a. The students should pay more attention to the lesson explained by the 
teacher. 
b. The students should be more active in the class in order to give 
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Sekolah : SMP N 4 Kampar 
Kelas : VIII ( Delapan ) 
Mata Pelajaran : BAHASA INGGRIS 
  
Standar Kompetensi  : Mendengarkan 





















1.1 Merespon makna 
yang terdapat dalam 
percakapan 
transaksional (to get 
















A : Let me help you. 
B : Thank you so 
much. 
 
A: Can I have a 
bit? 
B: Sure. Here you 







hal terkait tema 
topik yang akan 
dibicarakan. 
2. Membahas 




















































































    an 
2.Rekaman 
    Percakapan: 
- Cassette 
- Tape  
   Recorder 
- CD 






































1.2 Merespon makna 
yang terdapat dalam 
percakapan 
transaksional (to get 




A: Did you break 
the glass? 
B: Yes I did  /  No, 
it wasn’t me. 
 
A: What do you 
think of this? 




































5.   Memberi respon 


























































Q: Did you 
break the glass? 
a. Yes, I did 
b. I don’t know 
c. I’m not sure 
d. All right 
 
Q: What do you 










you go with 
me to the 
movie? 
2. I do 
agree with 











































3 Tape recorder 
4 Gambar yang 
relevan 






































A: Would you come 
to my party? 
B: I’d love to /  I 
want to, but ........ 
A; I do agree 
B; Thanks for the 
support. 
A; No way .... 
B:  It’s O.K. No 
problem 
 
A: You have 
beautiful hair. 
B: Thank you. 
A: Happy birthday. 

























4. Tanya jawab 
tentang isi 
percakapan  




























































Standar Kompetensi  : Mendengarkan 




















1.3 Merespon makna 
yang terdapat dalam 
teks lisan fungsional 
pendek sederhana  
secara akurat, lancar, 
dan berterima untuk 
berinteraksi dengan 
 
 Teks fungsioanl 
pendek berupa :                  
Undangan                     
Contoh: 
Dear Rio,  
I want you to come 
to my house for 
 









i informasi yang 
terdapat dalam 
teks fungsional 
pendek berupa   
undangan.    













































































lunch on Sunday at 
12 a.m. 
Thanks. 
                     Mona 
 
 
































- I want you 
to come 
     to....... 
- Please come 
to ..... 
- Don’t forget 
to come 










pendek berupa   




































































































































































1.4 Merespon makna 
yang terdapat dalam 
monolog pendek 
sederhana secara 
akurat, lancar, dan 
berterima  untuk 
berinteraksi dengan 
lingkungan sekitar 








































































i fungsional dan 
langkah retorika 
teks deskriptif 












































based on the 




Choose the best 
option based on 
the text you 



































1 Buku teks 
yang relevan 
2 Gambar 
terkait tema / 
topik 
3 Script teks:  
descriptive / 
recount  
4 Rekaman teks 





























2 Membahas tata 
bahasa terkait 
jenis teks yang 
akan dibahas 
3 Mendengarkan 






































Standar Kompetensi  : Berbicara 























transaksional (to get 














































on the role 
cards and 
perform it in 
front of the 
 
 




































bahasa lisan secara 











dan meminta dan 
memberi pendapat  
 
 Memahami dan 
merespon percakapan 
transaksional (to get 
things done) dan  
interpersonal 
(bersosialisasi) 
B: Thank you so 
much. 
 
A: Can I have a bit. 
B: Sure. Here you 
are. 
 
A: Did you break 
the glass? 
B: Yes, I did  / 
No, it wasn’t me. 
A: What do you 
think of this? 










A: Would you come 
to  











































































































































































bahasa lisan secara 











dan memberi selamat 
 
     party? 
B: I’d love to / I 
wan’t to, 
    but ......... 
A: I do agree. 
B: Thanks for the 
     Support. 
A: No, way, ... 
B: It’s O.K. I  
     understand. 
A: You have 
beautiful  
     hair. 
B: Thank you. 
A: Happy birthday. 

















































































perform it in 






















































































Standar Kompetensi  : Berbicara 
4. Mengungkap kan   makna dalam teks  lisan fungsional dan monolog pendek sederhana yang berbentuk descriptive dan recount untuk berinteraksi 



















makna dalam bentuk 
teks lisan fungsional 
pendek  sederhana 
dengan menggunakan 
ragam bahasa lisan 
secara akurat, lancar, 




































2. Tanya jawab 
tentang isi teks 
“undangan” 









- I want to 
come to.... 








undangan.                                   
Contoh:  
Dear Rio,  
       I want you to 
come to my      
house for lunch 
on Sunday at 12 
a.m. 
      Thanks.  
                                      
      Mona 
 
 













































friend  to come 

































































































bahasa nista secara 

































        Contoh: 
        A: Hi Guys, I 
want you 
all to       
come to my 
birthday 
party. 
        B: We’d love 
to! When? 
























































































































































































1. Teks pendek 
berbentuk  
recount 
2.   –  
informasi faktual 
- informasi rinci 







3.   Ciri 
kebahasaan teks  










































lisan dalam teks 
pendek 






















Think of an 
activity or event 
that happened 
to you yesterday 
























































tanya jawab  
4. Melakukan 
monolog dalam 









Standar Kompetensi  : Membaca 



















 Membaca nyaring 
bermakna teks tulis 
fungsional dan  esei 
berbentuk 
descriptive dan 
recount  pendek dan 
sederhana dengan 





 Merespon makna 
dalam teks tulis 
fungsional pendek 
sederhana secara 


















































































































Read the the 




Answer the  
following 
questions based 

































































































 Makna gagasan 











 Ciri kebahasaan 
teks descriptive 
dan recount 






































 Makna gagasan 
















































Choose the best 











































































































Standar Kompetensi  : Menulis 





















makna dalam bentuk 









  berupa : 
- Undangan                          












































































bahasa tulis secara 








makna dan langkah 




bahasa tulis secara 
akurat, lancar dan 
berterima  untuk 
berinteraksi dengan 
lingkungan sekitar 

















berbentuk                      
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